
E L I N A  A .  K .  J A C O B S
www.elinaakjacobs.com 

Neuroscientist with a passion for compelling science communication through impactful writing.

EDUCATION

University College London, UK
PhD Neuroscience, 2018

University of Edinburgh, UK
First Class BScHons Neuroscience, 2013

University of New South Wales, Sydney, 
Australia
International Exchange, Neurobiology and 
Psychology,  2011 & 2012

Lycée Hubert-Clément Esch-sur-Alzette, 
Luxembourg
Baccalaureate in Natural Sciences, 2008

KEY SKILLS

❖ Simplifying complex ideas into accessible 
concepts

❖ Facilitating understanding of scientific 
research

❖ Clear writing
❖ Engaging story-telling

AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS

Academic & Research
Wellcome Trust PhD Studentship 2013-2018

FENS, IBRO-PERC and The Brain Prize stipend, 
FENS Brain Conference 2016

British Neuroscience Association Undergraduate 
Award 2013

Neuroscience Honours Best Science Student 2013,
University of Edinburgh

“Elève méritant” Prize Best Student, Lycée 
Hubert-Clément Esch-sur-Alzette, 2008

Subject prizes in Physics, German and English, 
Top Baccalaureate Student, Luxembourg, 2008

Travel Grants
UCL Graduate School Bursary to attend the 
Cheltenham Science Festival 2014 & further my 
science communication skills

James Rennie Bequest Award, Travel Award, 
University of Edinburgh
For participation in a Marine Conservation 
Expedition in Madagascar with Blue Ventures in 
2010

Leadership Recognition
UCLU Arts and Colours Award 2016, Received for 
exemplary contributions as Treasurer (2014-15) and
Assistant Member (2015-16), UCLU Salsa Society 

Edinburgh Award for Resident Assistants 2013,  
University of Edinburgh

Early Achievements
Winner, Creative Writing Competition, 
Luxembourg, approx. 2000
Won first place in a national competition for 
primary school students, demonstrating an early 
talent for writing.

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION 

Society for Neuroscience (SfN) 2016 ‘Hot Topics’
I was selected to provide a lay language summary of my PhD 
work for inclusion in the ‘Hot Topics’ book that the world’s largest
academic Neuroscience conference SfN distributes to the media.

BrainCamp Kosovo, 2020
I delivered online introductory Neuroscience lectures to 
secondary school students in Kosovo via the XhM Foundation.

TES Article: The enigma of the teen brain,  2014
I contributed to the writing of a neuroscience article that appeared
in the general public education journal TES. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Neuromatch Academy Online Computational Neuroscience 
Summer School
Lead Teaching Assistant (2023)
Group project Mentor (2021, 2022)
Teaching Assistant (2020)

Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Germany
Neuroscience Researcher in the Ryu Lab (2021-2022)

Sainsbury Wellcome Centre for Neural Circuits and Behaviour
University College London, UK
Neuroscience Research Fellow in the Isogai Lab (2019-2020)

ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS

Main Author
❖ Elina A. K. Jacobs & Soojin Ryu (2023). Larval zebrafish as a 

model for studying individual variability in translational 
neuroscience. Frontiers in Behavioural Neuroscience, 17, 1143391.

❖ Elina A. K. Jacobs, Nicholas A. Steinmetz, Andrew J. Peters, 
Matteo Carandini, Kenneth D. Harris (2020). Cortical State 
Fluctuations during sensory Decision Making. Current Biology,
30, 4944-4955.

❖ Elina Jacobs, James D. Mills, Michael Janitz (2012). The Role 
of RNA Structure in Posttranscriptional Regulation of Gene 
Expression, Journal of Genetics and Genomics, 39, 535-543.

Contributing Author
❖ Mathew D. Edwards, Ziwei Yin, …, Elina Jacobs, Bogdan 

Bintu, Yoh Isogai (2024). Combined transcriptomic, 
connectivity, and activity profiling of the medial amygdala 
using highly amplified multiplexed in-situ hybridization 
(hamFISH). bioRxiv

❖ Lisa J. Knoll, Annie Gaule, Alberto Lazari, Elina A. K. Jacobs, 
Sarah-Jayne Blakemore (2020). Neural correlates of social 
influence on risk perception during development. Social 
Neuroscience, 15, 355-367.

❖ Christopher P. Burgess, Armin Lak, Nicholas A. Steinmetz, 
Peter Zatka-Haas, Charu Bai Reddy, Elina A. K. Jacobs, et al 
(2017). High-yield methods for accurate two-alternative visual
psychophysics in head-fixed mice. Cell Reports, 20, 2513-2524.

❖ Nicholas A. Steinmetz, Christina Buetfering, 
Jerome Lecoq, Christian R. Lee, Andrew J. Peters, Elina A. 
K. Jacobs, et al (2017). Aberrant neocortical activity in certain 
GCamp6-expressing transgenic mice. ENeuro, 0207-17.2017.

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2475-9567
https://www.xhmf.org/braincamp
https://www.tes.com/magazine/archive/enigma-teen-brain
http://www.fens.org/Meetings/The-Brain-Conferences/The-Brain-in-Focus-New-Approaches-to-Imaging-Neurons-and-Neural-Circuits/Stipend-Awardees/
http://www.elinaakjacobs.com/
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